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W
hat became the Martin P6M-2 
Seamaster originated as a 
requirement, issued in April 1951, for 
a seaplane able to carry a 30,000 lb. 
(14,000 kg) “warload” with a range 

of 1,500 mi from its aquatic base. The aircraft had to be 
capable of a low altitude dash at Mach 0.9 (1,100 km/h).
The initial justification was for a high speed mine layer, but 
the real justification was to provide the Navy with a sea 
born strategic nuclear bomber to compete with SAC and 
it resulted in a flying boat close in size to the Boeing B-47. 
After a long development process eight production models 
were built, and Navy crews were undergoing operational 
conversion, with a service entry about six months off, 
when the program was cancelled on 21 August 1959 due to 
budget constraints and the imminent  launching of the first 

operational  SSBN, USS George Washington (SSBN-598) 
with 16 Polaris missiles, in December 1959. I believe this is 
the only production jet flying boat ever built.

The Kit
There are two kits available of the P6M; Anigrand’s 
resin  AA-2061 
XP6M-1/P6M-
2 and Mach 2’s 
injection molded 
GP.047 P6M. 
The Anigrand 
kit is no longer 
in production, 
but is available on EBay. While it is listed as a XP6M-1/
P6M-2 it does not have many of the changes made to the 
production P6M-2 and is really much more accurate as an 
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Presidents’ 
Corner by Paul Tomczak

w
ell folks it is definitely fall 
around here. The leaves are turning 
and it’s a lot cooler outside. Without 
the distraction of the pool and outside 
chores I am finding I have a lot more 

time for modeling. I am on track to complete five builds in 
October. One of them was a Space 1999 Eagle Transport, 
a model I have always wanted to add to my collection. I 
am happy to have that on my completed shelf.

i have to say this is a great time to be in the 
hobby. As I worked on my build for our next theme contest 
– “No Big Six” - I have to mention how easy it is now to 
research your builds and find accurate information almost 
immediately. This theme means no aircraft from the big 
6 countries like Germany, Japan and the US. However, I 
don’t think that made a difference for my build. 

i built a ha-1112 Buchon, which was basically a 
German Me-109 license-built in Spain and mated with 
a British Merlin engine that would normally power a 
Spitfire. This plane is probably better known from movies 
such as the Battle of Britain & The Memphis Belle. These 
planes were repainted to look like early war German 109’s 
and played the protagonist in other movies as well. 

you would think researching colors for a Spanish 
aircraft like this would be hard  but everything was a 
click away... instrument panel configuration, wheel well 
color, prop markings, cockpit color... all easily accessible. 
Amazing! I can remember looking through model 
magazines, encyclopedia’s (did I just say that?), reference 
books and worse the old “color profile” mini mags to find 
what may or may not be the correct color to paint. We 
have come a long way. Even if you are not sure you can 
ask on numerous forums and likely get a very educated 
response. How can you beat that?

we have had several new members join our 
meetings and I would like to send out a hearty welcome. 
We like to see builders of all types in our club. It’s great to 
have you on board. That’s all for now, Happy Modeling! n

January: “The 21ST ceNTury” 

Winner: Mike Turco - 2003 Corvette C5-R

February: “DouBle TrouBle” 

Winner: Mike Turco - Grumman F3F

March: “The ThirTieS”

Winner: Paul Kopczynski - Grumman XF5F-1 Skyrocket 

april: “aFTerMarKeT” 

Winner: Tom Gill - Humvee Ambulance Diorama  

May: “The ThirD reich” 

Winner: Mike Turco - Mercedes-Benz 540K

June: golD/SilVer/BroNze coNTeST

No theme contest.

July: “JaPaN”

Winner: Paul Tomczak - Kawasaki Ki-45 Toryu

august: “ouT oF ProDucTioN”

Winner: Mike Turco - Jo-Han 1931 Cadillac

September: “coNcePTS & ProToTyPeS”

Winner: Paul Tomczak - Horton Ho-229

october: “oN The waTerFroNT” 

Winner: Howard Rifkiin - Martin P6M Seamaster

November: “No Big Six”  

Model CAN’T be of a US, British, German, Japanese, French or 
Russian subject.

December: FaVoriTe FiVe coNTeST

Questions about DVSM’s Contests should be 
directed to Mike Turco at MATurco@aol.com

Monthly Theme 
contests 2015
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T
he suggested monthly themes were 
distributed for member voting last month.  
17 members voted, one via email and 
16 others on the paper ballot that was 
distributed at the meeting on October 2. We 

started with 16 theme possibilities as suggested by myself 
and members who attended the September meeting.  Two 
of those, i.e., “Cold War” and “Diners and Drive-Ins” were 
considered to be overlapping in time to the degree that 
they were combined into one theme, “Doo Wop, Duck and 
Cover.”  As a result, there were 15 themes to choose from 
and the members were asked to pick their ten favorites.

Since there are ten theme contests per year, 
the five choices with the lowest number of votes will be 
deferred to next year’s list. Those deferred were “In the 
Thousands”, “To the Rescue”, “Best & Fastest”, “Watch & 
Listen” and “Steampunk”.  

The ten 2016 theme choices are as follows. The 
number in parenthesis next to the month is the number of 
votes received for that theme.  The deferred themes listed 
above each received eight or fewer votes.

January (12): “The British empire” – A model of 
something British that dates from 1850 – 1950.

February (11): “cats & Dogs” – A model of something 
with any feline or canine name or depiction, for example, an 
M41 Bulldog tank; Navy Panther, Cougar, or “_ cat” aircraft ; 
Mercury Cougar; Buick Wildcat; Sunbeam Tiger: any Jaguar; 
F-86D “Dog Sabre”; Greyhound bus or Terrier missile.  Nose 
art on a plane with a cat or dog figure qualifies.  Wolves 
and foxes count as dogs, e.g., a 56th FG P-47 from “Zemke’s 
Wolfpack” or a German U-Boat qualifies. 

March (14): “Made from Trees” – A model of 
something with a major wood content, for example 
a woody station wagon, DeHavilland Mosquito, WWI 
biplane, or a PT Boat.

april (13): “First and last” – A model of a subject 
that was either the first or the last of its kind, for example, 
the first mass-produced car (Ford Model T); the first 
or last car of a discontinued marque like Plymouth or 
Oldsmobile; the first diesel-powered ship; the Wright 
Flyer; the first or last Spitfire variant; the first or last 
Sherman Tank model; the first operational supersonic jet 
(F-100); or the last piston-engined fighter.

May (9): “Big and Small” – Any model, any era, but 
smaller or larger than the usual scale.  For example, a 
1/32 or larger scale, or a 1/144 or smaller scale aircraft (no 
1/72 or 1/48 scale planes allowed); cars must be smaller 
than 1/25 scale (like 1/32 or 1/48 scale), or larger than 
1/24 scale (like 1/18 or 1/12 scale) (no 1/24 or 1/25 scale 
cars allowed); armor must be smaller (like 1/48 or 1/72 
scale) or larger than 1/35 scale; ships must be smaller or 
larger than 1/350 scale.

July (10): “Something Towed” – A model of 
something that was towed or is modeled as being towed 
(i.e., with the towing device or vehicle), for example a 
junked car; 105mm Howitzer; an airliner or X-plane to a 
runway; a truck trailer.

august (10): “haulers” – a model of something that 
hauled cargo, for example, a KC-135 Stratotanker; a truck 
tractor or van; a cargo ship; an army truck.

September (13): “The Forties” – A model of any 
subject that dates from 1940 – 1949.

october (16): “Doo wop, Duck & cover” – A model 
of a subject from the “Atomic Age” / Rock ‘n Roll Era.  
This combines the “Diners and Drive-In” and “Cold War” 
themes.  The idea is for the model to represent something 
related to the pre-British Invasion music scene (Doo Wop 
/ Elvis era) as well as the cold war confrontation between 
the U.S and U.S.S.R. (“duck and cover”), roughly 1954 - 
1963.  Examples would be a ’57 Chevy; B-52; space-age 
rockets and missiles (e.g., Atlas, Redstone); 50’s Sci-Fi 
(flying saucer, “Forbidden Planet” ship, etc.); century 
Series jets (pre-1964 variants); pre-1964 Harleys; Hot 
Rods; 50’s diner diorama, etc. 

November (12): “New and improved” – This month 
requires two models, one being an improved, successor 
variant of the other, for example, a P-51C and P-51D; 1948 
Ford and 1949 Ford; B-24D and B-24J;  Ferrari 312T and 
312T4 F1 cars; successive Sherman tank variants.  For 
cars, they must be close successors, i.e., a 1948 Ford and 
1964 Ford do not qualify.  Since two models are required, 
the points awarded will be doubled (minimum two points 
for any entry, maximum 10 points for first place).

Thanks to all the members who voted. Feel free 
to contact your contest chairman with any questions on 
the above at MATurco@aol.com. n

Monthly Contest Themes 2016
Members voted in October for the Contest Themes for 2016. Here’re 
next year’s themes–get building! •  by Mike Turco, DVSM Contest Chairman
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october Display Highlights Photos by John Goschke

Macchi Mc-202 Folgore, 1/48, by Mark Webb Nakajima A6M2n “Rufe,” 1/72, Paul Tomczak

Kawanishi N1K1 “Rex,” 1/72, by Paul Tomczak Heinkel He-111, 1/48, by Marty Blum

Grumman A-6 Intruder, 1/72, by Howard Rifkin McDonnell F-4 Phantom, 1/72, by Howard Rifkin
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october Highlights Photos by John Goschke, except where  noted

North American RA-5C Vigilante, 1/72, by Howard Rifkin Curtiss R3C-2, 1/48, by Mike Turco, photo by Paul Tomczak

Arado Ar-196, 1/32, by Paul Kopczynski, photo by Paul Tomczak

M-113, 1/35, by Tom Gill, photos by Paul Tomczak

Bf-109K-4, 1/48 (in-progress), by Mark Webb
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october Display Highlights Photos by John Goschke

BB-45 USS Colorado, 1/700, by Bob Cicconi

 Jan.  Feb.  Mar. April  May July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov. Totals
Turco, Mike 5 5  2 5 2 5 4 1  29
Gill, Tom 3 3 3 5 4   3 3  24
Kopczynski, Paul 4 3 5 3   2  4  21
Tomczak, Paul  1  2 3 5 4 5 1  21
Anderson, Dave  2   4  3 3   12
Cicconi, Bob     2 3  4 3  12
Goschke, John     1 2 3 4   10
Vattilana, Joe   3 2 2   2   9
Leonetti, Joe   2 3 1    2  8
Volz, Joe  3  2 3      8
Lockard, Charlie     1 3 3    7
Rakos, Rod  2    4     6
Webb, Mark     4 2     6
Rifkin, Howard         5  5
Goerke, Doug  4         4
Sandone, Nick    4       4
Senner, Don  1   1  2    4
Dasso, P      3     3
Kortman, Tommy     3      3
Hogg, Greg  2         2
Stonier, B     1      1
Monthly points are awarded as such: Each person who enters a model into the theme receives 1 pt. 1st place = 4+1, 2nd = 3+1, 3rd = 2+1

2015 Theme Contest Point Standings to Date
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D
on’t be misled by the subtitle. i love 
modeling concept aircraft, even when it 
means delving into the sometimes arcane 
and frustrating world of limited-run resin 
kits, which is where most of these subjects 

can be found. In fact, X-planes and the fantastic concept 
aircraft and missiles of the post-WWII period just may 
be my favorite subjects of all. So when I found out about 
a styrene OOP Italeri SR-75 and Thunder Dart combo 
kit, I had to have it. I went so far as to contact Italeri 
directly to find out if that kit would ever be re-released. 
I subsequently found it to be the combination of two 
Testors kits, also OOP, which ended being up the way I 
acquired them, getting both from a reseller on eBay after 
a year or so of searching. 

The two kits are typical Testors boxings, with 
well laid out instructions and interesting speculative 
background information on the kit subjects. I prefer to 
get Testors reissues of kits for this very reason, i.e., along 
with their comprehensive build and finishing suggestions, 
their instructions are among the best of any model 

kit manufacturer. Together, these two 1/72-scale kits 
comprise Testors’ concept of the Aurora project. 

So what is aurora?
aurora was a rumored mid-1980s american 
reconnaissance aircraft. The U.S. government has 
consistently denied such an aircraft was ever built, but some 
believe otherwise. In 2006, veteran black project watcher 
and aviation writer Bill Sweetman said, “Does Aurora exist? 
Years of pursuit have led me to believe that, yes, Aurora 
is most likely in active development, spurred on by recent 
advances that have allowed technology to catch up with the 
ambition that launched the program a generation ago.”

By the late 1980s, many aerospace industry 
observers believed that the U.S. had the technological 
capability to build a Mach-5 replacement for the aging 
Lockheed SR-71 Blackbird. Detailed examinations of the 
U.S. defense budget claimed to have found money missing 
or channeled into black projects. By the mid-1990s, 
reports surfaced of sightings of unidentified aircraft flying 

 The Testors’
Aurora Project
Concept: 
SR-75 Penetrator & xR-7 Thunder Dart
…oR How i Handled an ill-Fitting Kit Without 
   Shooting Myself in the Head  by Mike Turco

continued on next page
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aurora concept
over California and the United Kingdom involving odd-
shaped contrails, sonic booms and related phenomena that 
suggested the U.S. had developed such an aircraft. Nothing 
ever linked any of these observations to any program or 
aircraft type, but the name Aurora was often tagged on 
these as a way of explaining the observations.

The aurora legend started in March 1990, when 
Aviation Week & Space Technology magazine broke 
the news that the term “Aurora” had been inadvertently 
included in the 1985 U.S. budget, as an allocation of $455 
million for “black aircraft production” in FY 1987.

in late august 1989, while working as an engineer 
on the jack-up barge GSF Galveston Key in the North 

Sea, Chris Gibson 
and another witness 
saw an unfamiliar 
isosceles triangle-
shaped delta 
aircraft, apparently 
refueling from a 
KC-135 Stratotanker 
and accompanied 
by a pair of F-111 
fighter-bombers. 
Gibson and his 
friend watched the 
aircraft for several 
minutes, until they 

went out of sight. He subsequently drew a sketch of the 
formation. Gibson, who had been in the Royal Observer 
Corps’ trophy-winning international aircraft recognition 
team since 1980, was unable to identify the aircraft. He 
dismissed suggestions that the aircraft was an F-117, 
Mirage IV or fully swept wing F-111.

The uK independent reported in December, 1992 
(almost three years after the announced retirement of 
the SR-71) that a Scottish air traffic controller picked 
up something traveling at Mach 3 and that people living 
near Machrihanish, Argyll, a NATO reserve airfield, have 
complained of a ‘pulsating, ear-splitting shriek’, the sound 
associated with a hybrid rocket-ramjet engine that goes 
more than Mach 5.

Sightings of an unusual triangular aircraft were made 
in the U.S. as well. Photos of “donuts-on-a-rope” contrails 
purported to be from a Pulse Wave Detonation Engine and 
the unusual sounds it made were reported. A NASA sonic 
boom expert studied some 15-year-old sonic boom data from 
the California Institute of Technology and has deemed that 
the data showed “something at 90,000 ft. (c. 27.4 km), Mach 
4 to Mach 5.2”. He also said that the “skyquakes” appeared 
to be booms from a high-altitude aircraft directly above 
the ground moving at high speeds. The Space Shuttle and 

NASA’s SR-71B were reportedly not flying at the time. There 
was nothing particular to tie these events to any aircraft, but 
they served to grow the Aurora legend.

From the North Sea to northern New York, from 
Texas to California to Groom Lake, sightings were made 
of an unknown aircraft. Could it be the Aurora? Who 
knows? In any case, Testors’ XR-7 is a nice effort to 
represent what this aircraft might be and, along with the 
“mother ship”, the SR-75 Penetrator, a supposed successor 
to the Blackbird, builds up to one of the neatest combo 
models ever.

The Builds: xr-7 Thunder Dart
The xr-7, Testors Kit # 567, issued in 1993, is the 
supposed Aurora aircraft, a Mach 7+ plane powered 
by both conventional turbojets for takeoff and slow 
speed flight, and two pulse wave detonation engines 
for hypersonic speeds. It can take off on its own or be 
launched from the back of the SR-75. It has 75° swept 
delta wings and uses liquid methane to cool the aircraft’s 
skin, which is then run through radiator-like outlets in 
the tailpipes before being injected into the engine and 
used for propulsion. 

This kit is molded in semi-gloss black with a clear 
canopy and the 45 parts go together quite well. Only the 
canopy frame 
and short nose 
section took some 
edge sanding to 
fit flush. It was a 
straightforward 
build with no 
complications. 
Decals were in 
good shape in 

Chris Gibson’s 
sketch

continued on next page
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spite of being 22 years old. The instructions in both kits 
are coordinated to give the builder the alternative details 
needed to mount the XR-7 on the SR-75. I followed the 
latter and omitted the XR-7 landing gear, glued the gear 
doors closed and mounted it to the supplied pylon on top of 
the SR-75. I used Tamiya TS-14 Gloss Black overall, applied 
the decals, and over sprayed with Testors Model Master 
Lusterless Flat to seal them and give the plane a final 
flat-black finish. The whole operation went smoothly. The 
construction of the SR-75 Penetrator was another story.

Sr-75 Penetrator
The Sr-75, Testors Kit #568, is a supposed successor 

to the SR-71 
Blackbird, and is 
the carrier plane 
of the XR-7. It 
is a lot larger 
than the SR-71, 
approaching the 
size of the XB-70 
Valkyrie, and in 
1/72 scale, this 

model is big at 27 inches long, with a 17-inch wingspan. 
The relation to the Blackbird is made evident by the shape 
of the fuselage, which was the single biggest problem in 
the build, as explained below. The plane carried a crew 
of three, the third seat facing backwards to allow that 
crewman to control the disengagement of the XR-7. The 
kit supplies adequately equipped cockpits, with seats 
and instrument panels. I decided to keep the canopy 
hatches open and use the supplied silver-blue decals that 
represent the canopy windows vs. the usual masking/
spraying technique.

The fuselage is split into top and bottom sections 
and is made up in four pieces, i.e., the two rear sections 
with the main wing portions and the two front fuselage 
sections, each assembled separately. The top and bottom 
pieces of the front fuselage didn’t match up, i.e., the top 
section was wider than the bottom, and by more than a 
little bit. I needed to glue one side of the front fuselage 

together, then vise grip the top to narrow it to meet the 
bottom piece on the opposite side, then super glue that 
side. (A three-handed job, difficult for us two-handed 
modelers). It was very tricky and a lot of stress was put 
on the bottom piece once I let go, enough to actually split 
the bottom section apart! I had to fill the break with a 
superglue/talc mix and cure the split using a vice to hold 
it closed, then sand the repair smooth after it cured.

The fit of the front to the rear fuselage was also 
a real gapper and more filling and sanding was needed. 
The need to compress the top of the front fuselage in its 
assembly resulted in a step in the surface when joined to 
the rear portion. This required filling and much sanding 
to try to get the surfaces of the two sections to match. I 
never did get that joint as good as I wanted but didn’t feel 
like working any further on it than I did after dealing with 
the trials of the front end. I replaced any sanded off raised 
panel lines by scribing. Other issues included gaps in the 
underside wing joints that needed filling and the two 
small outrigger landing gear wheels that were very weak. 
Each of those broke at least twice.

The final insult was the decals. There isn’t anything 
more frustrating in modeling than getting down to the 
final decaling step and finding that the decals aren’t 
usable. For many models, aftermarket decals can come 

aurora concept

continued on next page
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to the rescue but there are none for this plane, so I 
plugged on with those supplied in the kit. These were 
made by Scale-Master, a brand you can usually count on. 
However the adhesive backing on these had completely 
deteriorated, I’m guessing from poor storage. The 
adhesive would slough off as a brownish scale when 
the decal was wetted. There was nothing left to adhere 
them to the surface of the model, glossy finish or not. I 
decided to use a white glue and water mix to try to get 
them on, and dipped each decal into it before applying. 
This becomes tedious when there are 54 ‘No Step’ 
decals delineating the walkway limit, in addition to the 
long National Reconnaissance Office designation and 
its stylized, “see-through” star and bar. This glue-on 
method was only partially successful. When dry, many 
of the decals would curl up and begin to detach, and 
multiple rewetting with applications of white glue was 
needed to flatten them back down. Many decals split 
and were difficult to rework into place. The red line 
decals would split and break into smaller pieces even 
after being over-sprayed with decal bonder. After much 
of this, I eventually went to aftermarket red stripes to 
finish off the lines. The originals were ever so slightly 

smaller in width than the aftermarket ones, but the 
latter were close enough and, refreshingly, went on like 
decals should.

The instructions suggest two paint schemes for 
this plane, an all-flat-black ‘operational’ scheme or a gray 
scheme with flat-black edges and some light tan panels 
to depict the plane in its flight test phase. I opted for the 
latter as I wanted some contrast between the SR-75 and 
the XR-7. While this required a lot more time to mask 
and paint, it was worth it. I sprayed the whole plane with 
Tamiya Fine Light Gray primer, and used Tamiya AS-28 
Medium Gray spray for the gull gray main color. For the 
black edging, I cut lengths of 6mm Tamiya masking tape 
in half to save it and make it more compliant around 
curves, then used 3M blue painter’s masking tape to 
protect the bulk of the surface. Care in placement of the 
tape was important to get the long runs straight and 
lined up evenly. The black edges came out looking real 
sharp. I used AS-16 Light Gray for the panels that were 
called out to be Radome Tan, and TS-6 Matte Black for 
the flat black edging. Exhausts were brush painted with 
Tamiya X-10 Gun Metal and the flaps were sprayed with 
AS-4 Gray Violet to simulate the Panzer Gray that was 
called for. Engine intakes and outrigger door interiors 
were sprayed with Testors SAC Bomber Tan, also as 
called out in the instructions.

in spite of the difficulties with the construction, I 
really like this model of a “maybe” concept. Real or fiction, 
it’s what you expect a secret Skunk Works product to look 
like in advancing the limits of aviation technology. Kudos 
to Testors. n

aurora concept
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XP6M-1. The Mach 2 kit is still in production and with the 
exception of the canopy is a fairly accurate representation 
of a production P6M-2. It also includes a complete kit of 
the beaching gear that can be used as a stand and that has 
more parts then the aircraft. The Anigrand kit does not. 

i built the Mach 2 kit. This is a limited run kit made 
with thin flexible injection molded parts. It has a simple, 
but adequate cockpit, single instruction sheet that covers 
the highlights of construction pictorially. It also includes a 
decal sheet for a production aircraft. I found the decals to 
be excellent and a pleasure to work with. The thin flexible 

plastic parts on 
the other hand 
had huge ejector 
pin parks that 
projected into 
the inside of the 
fuselage and wing 
halves and needed 
to be ground 
down to make the 
cockpit presentable 

and to allow the upper and lower wings to mate. The 
flexible parts also made filling the seams difficult since any 
pressure would cause the seam to flex and crack. The two 
fuselage halves in my kit were warped so that they met at 
the ends but had a large gap in the middle. In this case the 
flexible plastic made correcting this fairly easy. There are 
no alignment pins. The canopy has a flat front which really 
should have the two wind screen halves 
meeting at an angle. The Anigrand 
canopy is correct and if you can get one 
it should fit and be more accurate.

i bought my kit on eBay, which 
was a mistake since the kit is still 
in production. What I got had all of 
the airplane parts loose and off the 
sprues, but otherwise unmolested, 
while all the beaching gear was still 
on the sprue but sprayed with a 
heavy coat of yellow paint.  

i also found that the canopy 
was missing. I immediately sent 
an e-mail to Mach 2 requesting a 
replacement. I wrote this in English 
and then used Google translate to 
translate it to French and I sent both 
versions. I always thought that most aircraft terms were 
French words, such as fuselage, empennage, ailerons, and 
canopy. Google thought that also and translated canopy to 
canopy. But apparently this is incorrect since I quickly got 
an email back asking what part was the canopy and where 

it went on the plane and could I draw a picture. I sent a 
picture of the part that I found in a review and while I still 
don’t know the correct French term they quickly sent me 
off a replacement one and it arrived before I absolutely 
needed it so I could paint the upper half blue. 

construction was simple and mostly without issue. 
Once the fuselage halves were assembled there were two 
large holes in the rear for the two radar domes (these 
replaced the tail gun of the prototype). I was able to run 
squeeze a large dollop of gap filling super glue and run 
them down the top and bottom seams, followed by some 
super glue setter. These reinforced the seams enough 
so they did not crack during handling. The two wingtip 
floats are each made of two parts. When it came time to 
assemble these I found that the left float had two of the 
inner halves, but no outer half. Since they were already 
sending me a new canopy I didn’t want to now ask for an 
outer half also I stacked several pieces of sheet styrene 
on the  inner have and using the right float as a guide 
I used a band saw, belt sander and then a fine sander 
to approximate the right shape. Other than using huge 
amounts of filler in all of the usual places there were no 
other issues to construction. I painted the lower fuselage/
hull with several coats of Humbrol #22 Gloss White and 
the upper with several more coats of Humbrol #15 Gloss 
Midnight Blue. There are two doors on the lower fuselage/
hull that were used as air breaks and for steering in 
the water Pictures showed these outlined in black, so I 
masked and hand painted them. 

while waiting for paint coats to dry I assembled 
the beaching gear. I found a nice set of pictures of a 
scratch built version someone had made for an Anigrand 
kit and used that to compensate for the inadequate kit 

P6M SeaMaster continued from page 1

Howard built his model from a partially-
started Mach 2 1/72 kit from Ebay.

The Seamaster in 1/72nd scale is a large model!

continued on next page
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Join IPMS/USA 
why? The International Plastic Modelers’ Society/USA, 
of which Delaware Valley Scale Modelers is a chapter, fi-
nances the insurance required for our monthly meetings 
and for model contests around the country, and offers 
a make and take program for young modelers. Encour-
age the enjoyment of modeling in all its forms: aircraft, 
armor, cars, ships, fantasy, figures, military or civilian, 
beginner or advanced, join IPMS/USA! “By Modelers, 
For Modelers”

what do i give? Adult, 1 year: $30. Adult, 2 years: 
$58. Adult, 3 years: $86. Junior (under 18 years), $17. 
Family, 1 year: $35 (adult + $5).

what do i get? A membership card with your IPMS 
number that entitles you to enter the IPMS/USA National 
Contest, plus the magazine, IPMS/USA Journal, six issues 
per year, featuring great models and building techniques, 
kit and book reviews, and activities, plus access to 
members-only content on ipmusa.org.

how? Clip and mail the coupon in the DVSM 
Newsletter or the IPMS/USA brochure, see our IPMS 
contact, Joe Vattilana, at the next DVSM meeting, or 
join online at ipmsusa.org. n

instructions. The main issue here was the 
heavy yellow paint already sprayed on 
the parts. This had to be sanded to allow 
the glue to work and to fix seams and 
general clean up. This left a thick coat of 
yellow dust over my work area and fouled 
all my sanding sticks. The frame required 
a lot of clamping get it to align correctly. 
The wheels were each two parts with 
more huge ejector marks. I also found 
that I was missing one half. I ended 
throwing them away and using wheels 
from my spares stash. It was also missing 
one of the round bumpers so I fabricated 
one from plastic tubing. Once completed 
it got a new coat of Humbrol #69 Gloss 
Yellow and a hand painted red stripe.

Decals went down very easily and 
needed very little Micro-Sol to conform. 
This was followed with a final coat of 
Alclad ALC 311 Klear Kote Light Sheen 
make everything a uniform semi-gloss. n

P6M SeaMaster continued from page 1

The Mach 2 kit includes beaching gear.



BNB hoBBy & TraiN DePoT
10 West Camden Ave., Moorestown, NJ 08057
• Ph: 856-235-9055 •Fax: 856-235-9255
Offers 15% discount to DVSM members
email: bnbhobby@msn.com
• Tue. -Wed.: 6-9 pm • Thu.-Fri.: 12-9 pm
•Sat.: 11 am-7 pm •Sun. 11 am-3 pm
•Trains, Models, Crafts, R ockets R.C., Puzzles, Paints

D & K hoBBieS
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
116 Barclay Shopping Center, (Route 70 West), Cherry 

Hill, NJ 08034. 
• (856) 795-9005 • www.dkhobbys.com
• RC, Model Kits, Trains, Crafts, Collectibles and more
• Mon.-Fri 11 am - 8:pm • Sat., 10 am - 5 pm • Sun, Noon 

- 4 pm. • Closed Wednesday

MaiN liNe hoBBieS
Plymouth Meeting Mall, Plymouth Meeting, PA
• Tel 610-834-1600
• 20% discount to DVSM members
• www.mainlinehobbies.com
• email: les@mainline hobbies.com
• Mon., Wed.-Sat.: 10 am - 9 pm Sun.: 11am - 6pm
 Closed Tuesday
• Sat.: 10 am - 5 pm • Sun.: 12 pm - 4 pm

MilleNNiuM hoBBieS 
& The guNDaM KiTcheN
“Your Home For Gundam and Anime Collectibles, cook-

ing up some Gunpla fun.”
• Mon 11am - 7pm, Tue-Sat 11am - 8pm, Sun closed
• Offers 15% OFF military and automobile models and 
10% Gundam and other models to DVSM members (with 

DVSM member card)
• 1031 Little Gloucester Rd., Blackwood, NJ 08012,
• Phone: (856) 352-60488 
• Website: http://thegundamkitchen.com/
• Facebook: the gundam kitchen

New coNcePT iii
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
676 Stokes Road, Medford, NJ 08055
•609-953-0404
•Open 7 days a Week, •M-F 11-8, Sat 10-6, Sun noon-4
•Have thousands of kits dating back to the 1970’s

hoBByMaSTerS, iNc.
“New Jersey’s Most Complete Hobby Center”
62 White Street, Red Bank, New Jersey 07701
• Phone: 1-732-842-6020 • Fax: 1-732-747-3752
• Mon. - Thurs: 10:00 am to 6:00 pm • Friday, 10:00 am 

to 8:00 pm • Saturday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm • Sunday, 
12:00 Noon to 5:00 pm

• Offers 10% discount to club members. 
   (Show your club card)
Web: www.hobbymasters.com

z & z hoBBieS, iNc.
101 Sloan Avenue, Mercerville, New Jersey 08619
• Phone: (609) 586-2282 • Web: www. hobbiesnow.com
• Mon., Tues., Thurs.; 10 am to 6 pm
• Wed. & Fri.; 10:00 am to 7:00 pm• Sat.; 10 am to 5 pm
• Sun.; Noon to 4 pm.
10% discount to club members. (show your club card).

Support the local hobby Shops
ThaT SuPPorT our cluB


